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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-299
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Daniels
Date of Introduction: May 8, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: May 10, 2012
Type of Action: Amendment of previous ordinance; appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill amends previous Ordinance 2007-401-E (revision of the BJP courthouse construction project) by designating $750,000 of the $350,000,000 project budget specifically for purchase of new furniture for the courthouse’s seventh floor hearing rooms.  The furniture is required to be purchased within 15 days of the effective date of the ordinance.
Background Information: At the last two meetings of the Courthouse Oversight Committee, Chief Judge Donald Moran has expressed his concern and frustration with the City’s failure to purchase new furniture to furnish the 38 hearing rooms on the seventh floor of the new courthouse, stating that the hearing rooms are vital to the operation of the courthouse, that they are more heavily used than courtrooms, and that the courthouse budget contained funding for the new furniture.  CFO Ronnie Belton has explained that the administration is making every effort to reduce the cost of the courthouse project and has been seeking supplies of surplus furniture, first from two closing federal courthouses in Miami and Jackson, Mississippi, then from the state surplus furniture warehouse in Starke, and finally by reusing suitable furniture from the existing courthouse.  Judge Moran strongly disagrees that there is sufficient furniture in the current courthouse that is not already planned for reuse or is in reasonably usable condition to furnish more than a few hearing rooms.
Policy Impact Area: Courthouse project completion
Fiscal Impact: The bill specifically designates $750,000 within the existing courthouse project budget for the purchase of hearing room furniture.
Analyst: Clements
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